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WORLD  MEAT  PRODUCTION  HIGHER 
IN  1968;     OUTPUT  UP  2.6  PERCENT 

In  response  to  continued  growth  in  world  demand  for  red  meat  and  meat  pro- 
ducts, world  meat  supplies  continued  to  expand  in  1968.    Total  red  meat  pro- 
duction reached  a  new  record  nigh  of  129.5  billion  pounds  in  1968 — 16.9 
percent  above  the  1961-65  average  and  2.6  percent  above  the  previous  year. 
Red  meat  production  has  been  increasing  at  an  average  annual  rate  of  3«7 
percent  during  the  past  3  years;  this  indicates  a  continued  growth  in  the 
per  capita  availability  of  red  meats.     Increases  in  total  red  meat  produc- 
tion were  recorded  in  all  geographic  regions  in  1968. 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  showed  the  largest  percentage  gain  from  1967--up 
3.2  percent.    The  greatest  absolute  increase  was  in  beef  and  veal  production, 
which  totaled  68.9  billion  pounds  in  1968,  up  from  67. 0  billion  pounds  in 
1967.    Pork  production  increased  from  U9.6  billion  pounds  in  1967  to  50.8 
billion  pounds  in  1968.    Compared  with  the  1961-65  average,  beef  and  veal 
production  has  shown  the  greatest  increase,  and,  as  a  result,  it  constitutes 
an  increasing  proportion  of  total  red  meat  production.    Beef  and  veal  ac- 
counted for  52  percent  of  total  red  meat  production  during  1961-65,  but  they 
increased  to  53  percent  of  the  total  in  1968.    During  the  same  time  period, 
pork  continued  to  account  for  39  percent  of  the  total,  while  lamb,  mutton, 
and  goat  declined  from  8  to  7  percent.    Horse  meat  continues  to  account  for 
only  about  1  percent  of  total  red  meat  production. 

World  red  meat  production  has  risen  steadily  and  at  a  rate  faster  than 
world  population  since  the  early  1960's.    Red  meat  production  is  expected 
to  rise  again  in  1969*  but  at  a  slightly  slower  rate  than  from  1967  to  1968. 
Beef  and  veal  will  account  for  most  of  the  gain  in  1969*    Although  world 
cattle  numbers  are  up  only  slightly  in  1969»  beef  cattle  accounted  for  a 
greater  proportion  of  the  total  as  dairy  cattle  numbers  continued  their 
downward  trend.    World  beef  prices  remain  strong,  especially  in  the  United 
States,  where  beef  prices  are  the  highest  level  in  more  than  a  decade.  World 
pork  production  is  not  expected  to  show  much  change  in  1969>  &s  world  hog 
numbers  declined  slightly  from  1968  to  1969«    Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  pro- 
duction is  expected  to  be  down  somewhat  in  1969,  for  the  slaughter  of  larger 
numbers  of  breeding  stock  in  1968  will  result  in  a  smaller  lamb  crop  in 
1969. 
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Beef  and  veal:    Production  "by  continent  and  area, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68 


Continent 
and  area 


Average 
1961-65 


1966    •  1967 
Mil. lb.      Mil. lb.      Mil. lb. 


W :         Percent  change 

1968 


1968 

: 1961-65:  1965 


Mil. lb.  Percent    Percent  Percent 


North  America, 
South  America. 
Europe : 
Western: 


20,^96  23,625  23,892  24,729  +20.7  +  4.7  +  3.5 
10,662       10,885       11,520       11,785     +10.5       +  8.3       +  2.3 


8,614 

9,031 
^,615 

9,^32 
5,000 

9,760 
4,958 

+13.3 
+13.2 

+  8.1 
+  7.4 

+ 

3.5 
.8 

12,995 

13,646 

14,432 

14, 718 

+13.3 

+  7.9 

+ 

2.0 

2,610 

2,916 

3,226 

3,406 

+30.5 

+16.8 

+ 

5.6 

Total  Europe.. 

15,605 

16,562 

17,658 

18,124 

+16.1 

+  9.4 

+ 

2.6 

Africa  and  Asia... 

;  6,520 
1,890 
2,555 

8,240 
1,978 
2,730 

9,560 

1,771 
2,602 

9,740 
1,746 
2,754 

+49.4 
-  7.6 
+  7.8 

+18.2 
-11.7 
+  .9 

+ 
+ 

1.9 
1.4 

5.8 

57,728 

64,020 

67,003 

68,878 

+19.3 

+  7.6 

+ 

2.8 

1/  Preliminary! 


Pork:    Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1966-68  1/ 


Continent 
and  area 


Average 
1961-65 


1966 


1967 


1968 


II 


 Percent  change 

1968  :  1968 
1961-65:  196"6* 


1958" 
19^7 


North  America, 
South  America, 
Europe: 
Western: 

EEC  

Other...., 

Total. . , 


Eastern  

Total  Europe 


USSR  

Africa  and  Asia. 
Oceania  

Total  


Mil. lb. 

13,319 
1,861 


Mil. lb.      Mil. lb, 


12,875 
2,173 


14,319 
2,169 


Mil .lb.  Percent    Percent  Percent 

14,831     +11.*      +15.2      +  3.6 
2,104     +13.1      -  3.2      -  3.0 


8,910 
5,962 

9,584 
6,577 

10,076 
6,607 

10,607 
6,792 

+19.0 
+13.9 

+10.7 
+  3.3 

+ 
+ 

5.3 
2.8 

14,872 

16,161 

16,683 

17,399 

+17.0 

+  7.7 

+ 

4.3 

5,168 

5,710 

5,762 

5,786 

+12.0 

+  1.3 

+ 

.4 

20,040 

21,871 

22,445 

23,185 

+15-7 

+  6.0 

+ 

3-3 

6,250 
1,792 
351 

7,440 
2,550 

387 

7,440 

2,801 
394 

7,440 
2,782 
417 

+19.0 
+55.2 
+18.8 

+  9.1 
+  7.8 

+ 

.7 
5.8 

43,613 

47,296 

49,568 

50,759 

+16.4 

+  7-3 

+ 

2.4 

1/  Includes  edible  pork  fat;  excludes  lard  and  inedible  greases.    2/  Preliminary. 
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Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  neat:    Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average  1961-65,  annual  1 966 -66 


Continent 
and  area 


Average 
1961-65 


.:  Percent  change 

y:  :    1968    ;  196B 


!968     ;  1961.65.  1955 


Mil. lb.      Mil. lb.    Mil. lb.      Mil. lb.    Percent    Percent  Percent 


North  America  :  9l4 

South  America  :  727 

Europe :  : 
Western:  : 

EEC  :  4l5 

Other  :  1,167 

Total  :  1,582 

Eastern  :  316 

Total  Europe...:  1,898 

USSR  :  1,870 

Africa  and  Asia....;  951 

Oceania  :  2,31*6 

Total  :  8,708 

1/  Preliminary. 


807 
816 


U50 
1,277 


801 
89^ 


U52 
1,259 


757 
927 


k62 

1,210 


-17.2 
+27.5 


+11.3 
♦  3.7 


1,727  1,711 


1,672 


♦  5.7 


361 


382 


389  +23.1 


2,088  2,093 


2,061 


8.6 


1,590 
986 
2,376 


1,760 
964 
2,462 


1,760 
1,039 
2,714 


-  5.9 
+  9.3 
+15.6 


8,663  3,974 


9,258 


6.3 


-  6.2 
+13.6 


♦  2.7 
-  5.2 


-  3- 


1.3 


+10.7 
♦  5.4 
+14.2 


6.9 


-  5.: 
♦  3.' 


+  2.J 
-  3.! 


2.; 


+  i.( 


-  iJ 


+  7.8 
+10.2 


3.2 


Total  meat:    Production  by  continent  and  area, 
average  I96I-65,  annual  1966-68  1/ 


Continent 
and  area 


Average  \ 

1961-65  ; 

2/: 
1968  : 

percent  change 

1966  : 

1967  i 

196H  : 

1968 

1Q61-6S : 

:  >^  : 

19t~ 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Mil. lb. 

Percent 

Fercent 

Percent 

34,755 
13,394 

37,335 
14,064 

39,042 
14,750 

40,3*7 
14,960 

+16  a 
+11.8 

+  8.1 
+  6.5 

♦  3.3 

♦  1.6 

18,337 
11,614 

19,398 
12,560 

20,242 
12,948 

21,108 
13,035 

+15.1 
+12.2 

+  8.8 
+  3.8 

+  4.3 
+  .7 

29,951 

31,958 

33,190 

34,143 

+14.0 

♦  6.8 

♦  2."= 

8,156 

9,038 

9,419 

9,625 

+18.0 

+  6.5 

38,107 

40,996 

42,609 

^3,768 

+14.Q 

+  6.8 

+  2.7 

14, 640 
4,682 
5,254 

17,270 
5,543 
5,493 

18,760 

5,565 
5,458 

16,940 
5,600 
5,865 

+29.4 
+19.6 
+12.0 

*  $.1 
+  1.0 
+  7.1 

+  1.0 
+  .6 
+  7.3 

110,832 

120,701 

126,184 

129,520 

+16.9 

+  7.3 

+  2.6 

Europe: 
Western: 


Eastern  : 

Total  Europe...: 


USSR  

Africa  and  Asia, 
Oceania  


1/  Includes  beef  and  veal,  pork,  lamb,  mutton,  goat  meat,  and  horse  meat;  excluief 
variety,  rabbit,  and  poultry  meat.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  Total  of  42  countries. 
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Beef  and  veal.    World  beef  and  veal  production  totaled  68.9  billion  pounds 
in  1966.    This  was  2.8  percent  above  the  1967  output  and  19.3  percent 
above  the  1961-65  average.    The  largest  percentage  increases  occurred  in 
Oceania  (5.8  percent)  and  Eastern  Europe  (5.6  percent).    All  other  areas 
showed  substantial  increases  in  1968  except  Africa  and  Asia,  where  output 
was  down  l.k  percent. 

Beef  production  in  Oceania — a  major  beef  exporting  area — was  up  5.8  per- 
cent in  1968.    Most  of  the  increase  occurred  in  New  Zealand  where  beef  pro- 
duction was  up  lU.3  percent  in  1968  and  was  23.8  percent  above  the  1961-65 
average.    Beef  output  in  Argentina- -the  world's  largest  exporter- -was  up 
1.2  percent  in  1968  and  was  16.7  percent  above  the  1961-65  average.    In  the 
United  States — the  major  beef  importer--production  was  up  2.9  percent  in 
1968  and  was  21.0  percent  above  the  1961-65  average.    Production  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  which  is  the  second  largest  beef  importer,  was  down  1.9  per- 
cent in  1968  and  was  only  slightly  above  the  1961-65  average.  Slaughter 
in  the  United  Kingdom  was  down  in  1968  as  cattle  producers  were  rebuilding 
their  herds  following  the  losses  incurred  due  to  foot-and-mouth  disease. 

Pork.    World  pork  production  in  1968  totaled  50.8  billion  pounds,  2.U 
percent  above  the  year-earlier  level  and  l6.U  above  the  1961-65  average. 
The  largest  percentage  increase  occurred  in  Oceania  (5*8  percent),  followed 
closely  by  the  EC  (5*3  percent).    Only  two  areas  failed  to  show  increases 
in  pork  output  in  I968 — South  America,  where  production  was  down  3«0  per- 
cent and  Africa  and  Asia,  where  the  decline  was  less  than  1  percent. 

Substantial  increases  in  West  Germany  (9.^  percent)  and  the  Netherlands 
(12.5  percent)  accounted  for  most  of  the  gain  in  the  pork  output  in  the  EC. 
Although  pork  production  was  up  U.3  percent  in  Western  Europe,  production 
in  Denmark--the  world's  major  pork  exporter—was  down  2.5  percent.     In  the 
two  major  pork  importing  countries--the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States—production  was  up  U.3  and  3.8  percent,  respectively,  in  1968.  In 
South  America,  where  pork  production  was  down  3«0  percent  in  I968,  the 
largest  decline  occurred  in  Argentina  (12.2  percent)  while  production  re- 
mained virtually  unchanged  in  the  other  South  American  countries.    A  smaller 
increase  in  pork  production  is  anticipated  for  1969  than  occurred  in  1968 
as  world  hog  numbers  were  down  slightly  in  I969. 

Lamb,  mutton,  and  goat.    Production  of  lamb,  mutton,  and  goat  totaled  9*3 
billion  pounds  in  1968,  up  3«2  percent  from  1967  but  only  6.3  percent  above 
the  1961-65  average.    Most  of  the  gain  was  due  to  the  10.2  percent  in- 
crease in  Oceania  caused  by  the  drought -induced  slaughter  in  Australia. 
Substantial  increases  also  occurred  in  Africa  and  Asia  as  production  totaled 
1.0  billion  pounds  in  1968,  a  7.8  percent  increase  over  1967.  Production 
continued  to  decline  in  North  America — 1968  production  was  down  5»5  percent 
from  the  previous  year  and  down  17.2  percent  from  the  I96I-65  average.  Pro- 
duction also  declined  in  Europe  (1.5  percent)  in  1968.    Most  of  the  decline 
occurred  in  Western  Europe  (down  2.3  percent)  while  production  in  Eastern 
Europe  was  up  1.8  percent. 
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Meat:    Production  In  selected  countries,  average  1961-65,  tmmml  1 566-66  1/ 


Beef  and  real 


Continent  and  country 


Average 
1961-65 


1966 


1967 


1966 


IT 


kverape 

1961-65 


IS* 


North  America: 

Canada  

Mexico  

United  States  

Total  

South  America: 

Argentina  

Brazil....  

Chile  V  

Colombia  

Paraguay  hj  

Peru.  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  

Total  5/  

Europe: 
Western: 
EEC: 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg. 

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Total  EEC  

Austria  6/  

Denmark  

Finland  

Greece  

Ireland.....  

Norvay  

Portugal  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  Other  Western.... 


Africa  and  Asia: 


Million 
pounds 

1,588 
1.0U6 
17,862 


20,496 


Million 

1,865 
1,12k 
20,636 


Million 
;  ----  -  - 

1,823 
1,058 


Million 
;  C--  -  13 

1,950 
1,169 
21,610 


Million 
t  -  -  ■'.  — 

1,003 
k53 
11,663 


23,625 


23,892 


Million 
;  -■ 

1,027 
509 


2k, 729 


13,319 


12,875 


k,9l3 
3,095 
3k6 
837 
256 
197 
691 


5,117 
3,203 
306 
805 
27k 
209 
575 


5,666 
3,316 
295 
816 
269 
205 
532 
kl7 


5,732 
3,kl7 


259 
196 
639 


36k 

96 
95 

"96 
5* 

62 


51k 
1,200 

110 
87 
57 
92 
50 


302 
3k3 
189 
88 
27k 
12k 
113 
U03 
330 
237 
1.976 


T2°- 
*2k 
186 
13k 
298 
125 
l*k 

k36 

381 
2k7 
1.912 


k,38l 


k,6l5 


k77 
201 
136 
k70 
120 
121 
k7k 
368 
256 
2,031 


kTO 
195 
lk2 

35* 

117 
133 
536 
3*6 

279 


l.k63 
lk6 

76 
262 
121 
177 
632 
k56 
293 


i,6n 

162 
97 
277 
127 
172 
829 
k6S 
326 


.  MX 


6,577 


I,l80 
558 


lk, 319 


k67 
1,226 
112 
66 

55 


1,618 
200 

79 
2** 
128 
187 
950 
*86 
3*8 


1,195 
573 


lk,831 


klO 
1,221 


ae 

71 


10,662 

10,885 

11,520 

U,Tb5 

2.1*9 

1462 
3,585 
2,5k2 
1,388 

617 

509 
3,786 
2,632 
l,k85 

619 

536 
k.Okl 

2.632 
1.570 
653 

5k5 
*,13* 
2,73k 
1.671 

676 

528 
2.588 

3.979 
887 
928 

626 
2,757 
k,176 

915 
1,110 

705 
2.883 
k.332 

96S 
1,186 

772 
2,811 
k,7V0 

5*8 
l|J?6 

8,614 

9,031 

9>32 

9.760 

8,910 

9.584 

10,076 

10.607 

— 

1.578 
189 
80 
276 
1J7 
185 


6,607     y  6,792 


Eastern: 

205 

270 

531 

573 

75O 

550 

59k 

1.052 

1,262 

1.299 

225 

622 

6*5 

929 

1,077 

1,826 

2,0*6 

1.997 

k76 

527 

•-• 

-05 

2.916 

3,-2t 

3.k06 

5,166 

1.710 

5,762 

16,562 

17,656 

18,12* 

20,0*0 

22,**S 

8,2kO 

a, 560 

6.2<0 

1,058 

905 

830 

115 

U7 

135 

1*2 

12 

15 

20 

*85 

600 

3kk 

323 

331 

6*9 

1.113 

1,227 

1.135 

20k 

183 

166 

5*3 

699 

7** 

360 

3k5 

3k9 

1 

1 

1 

1,978 

1,771 

1.7k6 

1,792 

2,550 

2,801 

2."« 

Oceania: 

2,086 

1,937 

1,99k 

257 

298 

313 

333 

M 

665 

9k 

61 

2,730 

2,602 

2,75k 

3*1 

- 

J<* 

*17 

6k, 020 

67,003 

68,876 

k3.6l3 

k7,296 

*9,56B 

50,759 

-  6  - 


Meat:    Production  in  specified  countries,  average  1961-65,  annual  1 966-68  1/ 


Lanb,  mutton, 

and  scat  nea-. 

Total 

9/ 

oea'  production 

Continent  and  country 

:  Average 

:  1961-65 

1966 

:                                  3  : 
:     1967            1968  : 

Average  : 

1961-65  : 

1966  1*' 

:  lQod 

Harth  America: 
Canada, »••.••• 

Mexico  

United  States. 

Total  

South  America: 

Argentina  

Brazil  

Chile  4/  

Coloabla  

Paraguay  kj... 

Peru  

Uruguay  

Venezuela  


Total  5/. 


Europe: 
Western: 


Million 
poun  Is 


Million 

:  QUI 


Million 

;:C-  I- 


Million 


Million 
pounds 


Million 

pounds 


Million 
pound6 


30 

23 

21 

20 

2,621 

2,915 

3,024 

3,165 

129 

134 

134 

135 

1,651* 

1,795 

1,780 

1,907 

:  755 

650 

646 

602 

30,480 

32,625 

34,238 

35,275 

:  914 

807 

801 

757 

3*, 755 

37,335 

39,042 

40,347 

i  3^5 

4l4 

44l 

459 

5.768 

6,2c* 

6,725 

6,744 

106 

123 

114 

119 

4,226 

*.538 

4,672 

4,775 

68 

61 

61 

512 

477 

468 

:  5 

5 
1 

5 

937 

897 

9U 

:  83 

80 

81 

82 

376 

338 
381 

376 

368 

:  113 

123 

182 

190 

868 

764 

770 

877 

:  U 

6 

6 

7 

393 

•65 

492 

501 

:  727 

816 

89U 

927 

13.394 

iU,o64 

14,750 

14,930 

Belgium  and  Luxembourg. 

Prance  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Total  EEC  

Austria  6/  

Denmark  

Finland  

Greece  

Ireland  

Morway  

Portugal  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  Other  western.... 
Eastern: 

Bulgaria  


6 

4 

6 

8 

1,046 

1,159 

1,264 

1,345 

273 

312 

315 

310 

6,675 

7,061 

7,408 

7,418 

30 

24 

24 

24 

6,582 

6,852 

7,001 

7,509 

88 

90 

88 

101 

2,449 

2,563 

2,697 

2,792 

18 

20 

19 

19 

1,585 

1,763 

1,872 

2,044 

415 

450 

452 

462 

18,337 

19,398 

20,242 

21,103 

3 

3 

3 

3 

855 

873 

906 

936 

3 

4 

6 

7 

1,814 

2,039 

2,103 

2,057 

4 

3 

3 

3 

348 

365 

415 

397 

136 

151 

157 

159 

300 

382 

372 

381 

99 

107 

100 

97 

635 

682 

814 

767 

34 

38 

39 

39 

285 

296 

293 

299 

51 

69 

66 

59 

347 

390 

378 

380 

267 

293 

295 

289 

1.345 

1,595 

1,755 

4 

6 

6 

8 

806 

872 

873 

7 

7 

7 

7 

544 

586 

617 

?5? 

596 

577 

539 

4.333 

4,480 

4,422 

4,423 

1,167 

1,277 

1.259 

1,210 

U,6l4 

12,560 

12,948 

5/  13,035 

134 


185 


561 


1  4 

3 

1,222 

1,326 

1,508 

1,812 

1,893 

18 

19 

888 

899 

58 

53 

2,805 

3,066 

:  102 

101 

110 

no 

1.172 

1.213 

1.321 

:  316 

361 

382 

389 

8,156 

9.038 

9,»19 

9,625 

2,088 

2,093 

2,061 

38,107 

40,996 

42,609 

43,768 

. .  ' 

.  ' 

1,760 

1,760 

14,640 

no 

18,760 

Africa  and  Asia: 

■  281 

295 

291 

342 

1,394 

1,490 

1,331 

1,364 

1 

2 

2 

2 

500 

614 

711 

732 

6 

3 

3 

3 

1,101 

1,485 

1,579 

1,499 

!  9 

10 

u 

11 

711 

917 

941 

974 

654 

676 

657 

681 

976 

1.037 

1.003 

1.031 

951 

986 

964 

1.039 

4,682 

5,543 

5,565 

5,600 

Oceania: 

1,310 

1,341 

1,314 

1,465 

3,508 

3,725 

3,564 

3,792 

:  1.038 

1,035 

1,148 

1,249 

1,746 

1,768 

1,894 

2.093 

2,376 

2,462 

2,714 

5,254 

5,493 

5,458 

8,708 

ft, 663 

8,  174 

9,258 

110,832 

120,701 

126,184 

129,520 

7 


Carcass  weight  basis;  excludes  offals,  rabbit,  and  poultry  seat. 2/  Includes  edible  pork  fat;  excludes  lard  and  inedible  greases. 
Preliminary.    4/  Excludes  slaughter  for  farm  use.         Includes  an  allowance  for  missing  data  for  countries  shown.    6/  Variety 
meats  (offals)  Included.    Jj  Tear  ending  June  30.    8/  Year  ending  September  30.    £/  Includes  horse  meat. 

Foreign  Agricultural  Service.    Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  foreign  government,  other  foreign 
source  materials,  reports  of  U.S.  Agricultural  Attaches  and  Foreign  Service  Officers,  results  of  office  research  and  related  Information. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20250 


Official  Business 


NOTICE 

If  you  no  longer  need  thit  publication, 
check  here  7~  /  return  thia  aheet, 
and  your  name  will  be  dropped  from 
the  mailing  Hit. 

If  your  addren  (houldbe  changed  /  / 
PRINT  or  TYPE  the  new  addreaa, 
Including  ZIP  CODE,  and  return  the 
whole  aheet  to: 


POSTAGE  &  FEES  PAD 

Unirad  State*  Deportment  of  Agricultu 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  Rm.  5918 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Washington,  D.  C.  20250 


